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Recommendation: Prepare the answers to your questions, and save them in a word document. 
Once you have prepared the answers to all of the necessary questions, visit the Swing Out Awards 
application online, and copy and paste your answers into the online form. 
 

 
The Swing Out Awards Application consists of four parts: 
Section One: General Information (answered by all organizations) 
Section Two: General Questions (answered by all organizations) 
Section Three: Primary Category Questions (each organization must apply for ONE primary 
category) 
Section Four: Special Category Questions (organizations may apply for as many special 
categories as they would like) 
 
Please review the information for all four portions of the Swing Out Awards Application in this 
document before submitting your application online. Applications will be available online 8:00 am 
on February 1, 2016 through 11:59 pm on February 29, 2016. 
 

 
 

SECTION ONE: GENERAL INFORMATION 
All organizations must provide the following information, in order to apply for a Swing Out Award. 
The information provided in this section will not be evaluated/scored. 
 

•   Name of organization  
•   Name, organization title, email address, phone number, and UTEID for TWO authorized 

representatives from the organization 
•   Description of organization to be included in the Evening of the Stars program if selected as a 

finalist. (50 words) 
•   Please state the mission or purpose of your organization. (250 words) 

•   How do your organization’s members maintain ‘active’ member status? (250 words) 

•   How many members/active members currently belong to your organization? 
•   Does your organization receive any support from advisors, staff, faculty, donations from 

outside sources, and in what ways has this helped your organization? (250 words) 
•   Approximately how many events (excluding meetings) did your organization coordinate this 

year? 
•   Approximately how many students attended initiatives led by your organization this year? 
•   Pillars of the Forty Acres status 

o   To be eligible to win a Swing Out Award, organizations must be considered 
Distinguished in the Pillars of the Forty Acres program. If your organization is not 
enrolled in the Pillars of the Forty Acres program, please email 
awards@austin.utexas.edu to find out how to enroll and qualify by February 29th.  

 

Additionally, organizations must provide 3-5 pictures through the online application that may be used 
at the Evening of the Stars event, should the organization be selected as a finalist. 
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SECTION TWO: GENERAL QUESTIONS 

All organizations are required to answer the following 8 general questions, regardless of what 
category for which you are applying.  
 

1.   How do you define success? Using your definition of success, describe the most 
successful event/program(s) your organization has hosted (including co-sponsored 
events, if applicable) this past year (since March 1, 2015).  Why do you consider these 
events to be the most successful? (250 words) 

 
2.   How are new leaders in your organization chosen, and what process is used to facilitate 

those leadership transitions? In addition, describe what various opportunities of 
leadership development are offered to upcoming leaders. (250 words) 

 
3.   What internal programs/services does your organization offer to encourage current 

members to continue their involvement, and what efforts do you use to keep your 
membership retention high? What are three skills they learn that will benefit them in the 
future? (250 words) 

 
4.   What impact has your organization had on the UT Austin community? (250 words) 

 
5.   What impact has your organization had beyond the UT Austin community? If your 

organization does not coordinate events for the outside community, what impact have 
individual members had because of their participation in your organization? (250 words) 

 
6.   What process does your organization have to set goals, and who is involved in the 

process? What goals did your organization set for the previous year (since March 1, 2015), 
and what active steps have been taken since to achieve those goals? Please include which 
goals have already been met.  (250 words) 

 
7.   What are some growth areas your organization could improve upon for the upcoming 

year, based on experiences from this past year (since March 1, 2015) and how do you plan 
to address them in the upcoming year? (250 words) 
 

8.   Describe how your organization solicits and utilizes feedback from its members in its 
decision making process? (250 words) 
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SECTION THREE: PRIMARY CATEGORY QUESTIONS 

Each organization must apply for only ONE primary category and answer all the questions for that 
category. The nine winners of the primary categories will be considered for the Most Outstanding 
Organization Award. 
 
Academic/Departmental 

1.   Describe why your organization chose to apply for the academic/departmental category. 
(250 words) 

2.   What is the most important academic or departmental contribution your organization has 
made this year (since March 1, 2015) and how do you determine the success of that 
accomplishment? (250 words) 

3.   What is the greatest challenge currently facing your academic or departmental 
community and what steps have your organization taken to address it? (250 words) 

4.   How do you utilize your organization’s resources to promote educational success? (250 
words) 
 

Artistic 
1.   Describe why your organization chose to apply for the artistic category. (250 words) 
2.   How does your organization enhance the artistic skills/abilities of its members and 

encourage members to pursue their interest in the arts? (250 words) 
3.   How does your organization engage the Austin community in its artistic activities? (250 

words) 
4.   What does your organization do to showcase its creativity/artwork? (250 words) 

 
Cultural 

1.   Describe why your organization chose to apply for the cultural category. (250 words) 
2.   How does your organization promote awareness of and educate the UT Austin community 

about the culture(s) that your organization represents? (250 words) 
3.   Describe any differences in your approach to promoting cultural appreciation when 

targeting those who are familiar with your culture and those who are not. (250 words) 
4.   How does your organization enrich the cultural experience of your target audience? (250 

words) 
 
Political/Activist 

1.   Describe why your organization chose to apply for the political/activist category. (250 
words) 

2.   What effective method(s) has your organization utilized to educate others about the 
issues that are most important to your organization? (250 words) 

3.   What does your organization do to advocate for the cause(s) it represents? (250 words) 
4.   What have you found to be the most effective way to get students interested in the 

cause(s) you represent, and what makes this effective? (250 words) 
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SECTION THREE: PRIMARY CATEGORY QUESTIONS (continued) 

 

Professional 
1.   Describe why your organization chose to apply for the professional category. (250 words) 
2.   How does your organization encourage networking with professionals in your field? (250 

words) 
3.   What professional development opportunities do your members receive from your 

organization that contributes to their success after graduation? (250 words) 
4.   What does your organization teach members that could later translate into a career in 

your particular profession? (250 words) 
 

Recreational  
1.   Describe why your organization chose to apply for the recreational category. (250 words) 
2.   How does your organization define ‘recreation’ and how does your organization promote 

it? (250 words) 
3.   What do your members gain from the recreational outlet(s) your organization provides? 

(250 words) 
4.   What do you offer the UT Community that is unique and impactful? (250 words) 

 

Service 
1.   Describe why your organization chose to apply for the service category. (250 words) 
2.   How does your organization define service, and through this definition, how does your 

organization impact its members, the UT Austin community, and the greater Austin 
community? (250 words) 

3.   Which of your organization’s programs has the most significant impact and why? (250 
words) 

4.   What are the top three benefits your members get from participating in the service 
projects coordinated by your organization? (250 words) 
 

Social 
1.   Describe why your organization chose to apply for the social category. (250 words) 
2.   What does your organization do to promote camaraderie among members? (250 words) 
3.   What does your organization do to promote social unity on the UT Austin campus? (250 

words) 
4.   How do the social opportunities provided by your organization contribute to the 

development of leadership within your members? (250 words)  
 

Spirit 
1.   Describe why your organization chose to apply for the spirit category. (250 words) 
2.   On a regular basis, how does your organization bring spirit to the UT Austin campus? (250 

words) 
3.   Where is UT Austin most lacking in spirit and what has your organization done to improve 

UT Austin spirit on campus? (250 words) 
4.   What is it about your organization that brings out and enhances the school spirit in UT 

students? (250 words) 
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SECTION FOUR: SPECIAL CATEGORY QUESTIONS 

Organizations may apply for as many special categories as they wish by answering the 
questions for each category.  
 
Best New Organization 
**To be eligible for the Best New award, an organization must have first registered with Student 
Activities in the following semesters: spring 2014, fall 2014, spring 2015, or fall 2015.** 

1.   What obstacles did your organization’s founding members and officers encounter during 
its early development? How were these obstacles overcome?  

2.   What has your organization brought to The University of Texas at Austin that did not exist 
before? Why is it important? 

3.   What plans do you have to make sure the organization is sustainable and continues to 
grow on campus? 

4.   Where do you see your organization in 5 years?  
 

Best Graduate Organization 
**To be eligible for the Best Graduate award, an organization must have 75% of their active 
members to be graduate students ** 

1.   In what ways has your organization made an impact on the graduate student community?  
Describe at least one event/program that has helped your organization make this impact.  

2.   What is the most difficult challenge your organization has had to face in the past year 
(since March 1, 2015)?  

3.   How does your organization connect graduate students to one another? 
4.   What are some of the resources that your organization has utilized to make it successful?  

 
Most Improved Organization 

1.   In which area did your organization need the most improvement and how was this growth 
accomplished?  

2.   How have the changes made to your organization helped it to better fulfill its goals?  
3.   How have you made progress on the least developed aspect of your organization in the 

last year? 
4.   What is your plan to continue upward improvements in your organization?  

 
Outstanding Adviser 
Finalists will be asked to email up to two (2) photos of your advisor to be used at the Evening of 
the Stars event. (can be individual photo or a group photo with the advisor included) 

1.   In what ways has your adviser assisted your organization?  
2.   What are qualities of your adviser that make them outstanding? What do they provide 

your organization that would be missing without them? 
3.   In what specific ways did your adviser exceed your expectations so much that you felt 

compelled to nominate them for a Swing Out Award? 
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SECTION FOUR: SPECIAL CATEGORY QUESTIONS (continued) 
 

Best Organizational Ethics Award 
1.   What ethical challenges has your organization faced? How has the organization overcome 

these challenges? 
2.   How does your organization promote ethical stands and ensure that all members conduct 

themselves with integrity? 
3.   How does integrity fit into your organization as a whole? How does it relate to your 

mission? 
4.   How do your ethical standards affect the UT community?  

 

Healthiest Organization Award 
1.   What have been the two greatest health-related accomplishments your organization has 

achieved this year? 
2.   What are some resources that your organization has used and found to be the most 

valuable promoting health and wellness to your members? 
3.   What are some challenges your organization has had to face in promoting health and 

wellness for your members, and what advice would you give to another organization on 
how to successfully address these challenges? 

4.   How do you define a “healthy organization", and in what ways does your organization 
strive to achieve this? 

 
Most Outstanding Student Organization 
In order for your organization to be considered for the Most Outstanding category, you must 
submit a video in addition to the online Swing Out Award application. Videos must demonstrate 
how the organization has positively impacted the UT campus and clearly communicate how your 
activities connect to the university core values. The organization that is selected as Most 
Outstanding will be honored at Evening of the Stars on April 19th. Videos may be shown at the 
ceremony. 
 

Guidelines: 
•   Only original work may be submitted. 
•   Videos cannot exceed 1 minute in length 
•   Must include sound 
•   Videos must be submitted as .mov or. mpeg4 files 

 

Application Materials: 
•   A contact information form indicating the student organization and the authorized 

representative’s contact information. 
•   Release form to allow UT System to publically share the student’s work. 
•   Video saved to USB 

 

Most Outstanding Student Organization Application materials must be submitted in a manila 
envelope to the Student Organization Center at 2609 University Ave. by 5:00 PM March 1st.  
 

Download forms: http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sa/swingout_mostoutstandingorg.php. 
Email awards@austin.utexas.edu with any questions. 


